Paschal Message 
To My Beloved Holy Trinity Orthodox Community & Friends of Our Church, 
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
“All men are called to rejoice because death, their enemy, lies weakened, lifeless, bound hand and foot, so that they may mock it: “Where is your victory, O Death? Where is your sting, O Grave?”
From The Doctrine of Sanctification the Sixth Paschal Letter of Saint Athanasius the Great
These words offered by Saint Athanasius, a 4th century Patriarch of Alexandria, Egypt, undeniably reminds us that death has been swallowed up by Christ’s victorious Resurrection, as was recorded by the Evangelist Matthew (16:21, 17:22-23, 20:17-19). Prophesies regarding the resurrection are also included in the Hebrew Bible (see Daniel 12:1-2, Psalm 16:10, Job 19:25-27). Today we celebrate this great triumph, as all that was in the process of being renewed during Lent and Holy Week, has given way to rebirth and newness of life on Pascha. Everything has been restored to its original state, and we bask in the warm and radiant light and brightness that only this day of Holy Pascha brings.
The Risen Christ is for Christians the ‘first fruit’ of those who have fallen asleep in the Lord, the Apostle Paul writes in I Corinthians (15:20). Christ has abolished death, as it is his own death, and resurrection, that has set us free, and which the Empty Tomb bears witness to. Through these savings acts of our Lord, the grave will no longer be our final resting place, as it serves as the portal into another life which is eternal, where we will reside in the Kingdom with him forever. Christ is Risen, and we should celebrate this with an explosive joy, regardless even if there are no other believers in our midst. As long as this tenet becomes central to our human existence and Christian life, then by virtue we will always be actively involved in that process of transfiguration, and will acquire the necessary spiritual fruits that will lead us to theosis (holiness) and the fulness of life in Christ.
It is by the Resurrection of Christ that provides mortal man, with all his doubts and fears, with the necessary hope that something far greater lies beyond the grave. Christ is Risen, but suffering and illness still surrounds us, and death will come to each of us one day too, yet we need not fear the end of our life any longer. (some iteration of “do not fear” appears in Scripture on 365 occasions). Christ’s Resurrection obliterates that fear, and completely fills the void with hope.  
Saint Athanasius concludes his Sixth Paschal Letter and reminds us:

“Let us not forget that which Paul delivered, declaring it to the Corinthians (I Corinthians 5:7): I mean his resurrection whereby ‘He destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14); and raised us up together with Him, having loosed the bands of death, and vouchsafed a blessing instead of a curse, joy instead of grief, a feast instead of mourning’”. 
That the journey to Pascha has intersected with the deaths of 160,000 souls throughout the world as a result of the coronavirus should not be lost on any of us. We grieve for the families who have lost loved ones, yet in most cases have been be unable to bury them according to their own customs and faith traditions. May God comfort them in their despair. And for those who have died, we beg that our Risen Savior will grant them eternal peace in the Kingdom which he inaugurates by his glorious Resurrection.
Not one remains in the grave. Christ reigns. He is Risen!
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